
Economy at the crossroads

 “The bottom line is that 
Whatcom County is losing 
ground to the rest of Washington 

State,” says 
Mayor 
Korthuis. 
“Over the 
last two 
decades, 
the county’s 
personal 
income has 
fallen to 

nearly 20 percent below the 
state average.” 

Mayor Jensen concurs. “Part 
of the problem,” he explains, “is 
that we’re losing our good paying 
industrial jobs. Since 2007 the 
county’s manufacturing job base 
is down 18 percent, the lowest it’s 
been in 20 years. Roughly 1,700 
jobs have vanished from our 
industrial payrolls.” 

Both mayors underscored 
the importance of international 
trade as a source of jobs and tax 
revenue for Whatcom County. 
According to Korthuis, “We must 
leverage our proximity to Asia to 
create trade-related jobs.” 

Proposed port project 
will spur growth

That’s why Korthuis and 
Jensen have high hopes for a 
major shipping terminal that is 
planned for Cherry Point.

Gateway Pacific Terminal 
will serve as a transfer facility 
for dry bulk commodities such 
as coal, grain and potash that 
arrive by rail from the U.S. and 
Canada. The container cars will 
be loaded onto large ships bound 
for Asian markets. SSA Marine, 
a Northwest company, is behind 
the plan and hopes to break 
ground in early 2013. 

“It’s very exciting,” says Mayor 
Jensen. “It’s estimated that 
during the two-year construction 
period, Gateway will 
support as 
many as 
4,000 direct 
and indirect 
family-wage 
jobs in our 
community, 
while 
producing 
about $54 
million in 
tax revenue 
to support 
schools, law 
enforcement and 
other essential services.” 

Mayor Korthuis 
points to estimates that 
the facility, once in full 
operation, will generate 
some $10 million in yearly 
state and local tax revenue and 
sustain about 1,500 jobs through 
a combination of direct hires, 
purchased goods and spending, 
and employee spending.

Mayor 
Jensen 
says the 
project will 
be carefully 
managed 
and 
regulated 
to minimize 

environmental impacts. “The 
Cherry Point acreage is already 
designated for industrial use,” he 
explains. “And the naturally deep 
waters require no dredging.” 

Both Jensen and 
Korthuis are 
impressed with 
SSA Marine’s 
strong record of 
environmental 
responsibility. 

Mayor Korthuis 
believes “Gateway 
Pacific Terminal is 
the right project 
at the right time 
for Whatcom 
County.” Adds 
Mayor Jensen, 
“We need it 
and we need to 
support it.” 

To learn more about Gateway, 
visit GatewayPacificTerminal.com

One in a series of Whatcom County voices

City mayors find hope in 
new shipping port.

Recently, Mayors Scott Korthuis of Lynden and Gary Jensen of Ferndale discussed the 
potential for job creation and new tax revenue for Whatcom County.
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