
Partial transcript of the April 13, 2015 Whatcom County Charter Review Commission 
meeting, following Lisa McShane’s initial comment which was interrupted by Joe 
Elenbaas, beginning at about 1:08:40 in the recording (recording can be found at 
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/1651/Agendas-Minutes-and-Audio ): !
Lisa McShane:  Alright, Whatcom County has a long history of fair elections with 
contested races that swing back and forth, and without safe seats (with one 
exception), and that's a good thing.  When you run for office in a contested 
district you have to work to win trust and you have to really talk to and hear from 
people. So, I've come to you with a couple of concerns. First, this three district 
"district only" proposal came through at one of your first meetings and with no 
public hearing.  It represents a big change in our governance.  Whether you are 
required by law to hold an official public hearing doesn't matter. I think you 
should've held one. The last time this issue was before us, the voters said no. 
We said we did not want "district only" voting. It didn't make sense to a majority 
of voters, as recently as 2008.  We tried it.  Actually Mr. Kentch that is true.  It 
was on the ballot in 2008 and we voted no. So we tried it and we rejected it. 
Given the fact that we recently voted this idea down, I think a public hearing, to 
me, would've made sense.!!!!
Second, the three existing districts strike me as unfair, gerrymandered, and 
possibly at odds with state law.  State law says that districts "should be drawn so 
as to coincide with the boundaries of local political subdivisions as areas 
recognized as communities of interest.  The number of counties and 
municipalities divided among more than one district should be as small as 
possible."  So, can anybody say seriously that Bellingham is not a community of 
interest? Hasn't that been one of the primary complaints that we've been 
hearing? Dividing Bellingham into three districts makes no sense to me and 
doesn't achieve its stated goal of making sure that every area is represented. 
And I think the voters are smart about this.  If they had a choice between the 
three gerrymandered districts and a "district only" plan and something that's more 
fair, possibly with more districts, like all of the other counties, charter counties in 
Washington state, which have!
between five to nine districts, I think that would better-achieve the stated goals of 
fair representation and the voters could choose something more fair. I urge you 
to give them that choice. Thank you.  And I printed out copies of that state law. 
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