
U.S. REP. DAINES TOURS PROPOSED NW WA EXPORT TERMINAL SITE 
Daines comes to Washington to urge support of Gateway Pacific Terminal !
Bellingham, WA – U.S. Rep. Steve Daines (R-MT) came to Washington State on October 
2 to pledge his support to the proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal, which would 
increase the Northwest’s export capacity and create jobs in the northwest corner of 
Washington. The terminal would also export coal, among other commodities, a critical 
export for Montana. !
Daines toured the proposed facility site, met with local supporters, and learned more 
about the proposed terminal in a briefing with project organizers. Joining the 
Congressman on the visit were labor and tribal leaders from Montana. !
“It is critical we make this facility happen,” Daines said. “This will serve as an important 
economic driver, both for the people of my home state of Montana, as well as the 
people here in Washington, who will greatly benefit from the increased export capacity 
the terminal will bring.” !
Joining Congressman Daines on the tour was Ben Unterseher, who is the Montana State 
Legislative Director for the SMART Transportation Division. !
“Rail drives our economy here in Montana, and it also provides critical jobs,” said 
Unterseher. “Those of us who work long and hard to protect jobs are excited about the 
prospect of the Gateway Pacific Terminal and what it could mean to Montana.” !
Another member of the delegation was Jason Small, who is a member of the Northern 
Cheyenne Tribe and is also a cattle rancher and member of the Boilermakers 11 Union.  !
"Montana's coal resources provide critical income opportunities for the Northern 
Cheyenne and all Montanans through jobs, taxes, and affiliated industries." Small said. 
"This terminal will help keep our coal industry thriving, and that's good news for families." !
“Montana’s natural resource-based economy relies greatly on the ability to get our 
goods to market,” said Bruce Wright, Montana Farm Bureau Vice President. “In fact, last 
year Montana exports totaled more than $1.5 billion in merchandise. That’s a huge 
force for our state.”  !
Forty percent of Washingtonians rely on trade for their livelihoods, so supporters see the 
proposed terminal as a critical piece of continuing the state’s commitment to trade 
and exports. !
“Interstate commerce drives Washington’s economy. Nearly a third of our state’s 
economic growth can be directly attributed to exports, and almost half of the new jobs 
created are export-related,” Bob Watters of SSA Marine, which is driving the proposed 
terminal. “Exports matter. That’s why we were so encouraged by the Congressman’s 
visit, and by his shared belief in the importance of this project.”  !
The proposed facility would export coal from the Powder River Basin, in Montana and 
Wyoming. The coal is lower in sulfur and ash than other coals which could otherwise be 



used by Japan, Korea and Taiwan, the countries most likely to purchase more Powder 
River Basin coal if the project becomes a reality. !
Montana’s coal mining industry employs more than 1,200 workers. And, Montana 
contains more coal reserves than any other state and ranks sixth in coal production 
nationwide. Furthermore, Montana gets more than half its power from coal, keeping 
electricity prices low. The average retail price in Montana is currently 8.42 cents per 
kilowatt hour, among the lowest in the nation. !
Part of the coal that can be found in the Powder River Basin is on tribal land.  !
"The economic viability of the Crow Nation is closely tied to our ability ship natural 
resources, especially coal, out of Montana,” said Crow Tribal Chairman Darrin Old 
Coyote. “Energy exports are a key piece of our future well-being and we are 
encouraged by this proposed rail and port infrastructure in the Northwest that will help 
grow interstate commerce.” !
Daines, Montana’s only Congressman and a member of the House Natural Resources 
Committee and Congressional Coal Caucus, is running for the U.S. Senate.  !
About the Gateway Pacific Terminal  
The Gateway Pacific Terminal will be a modern cargo-handling facility to expand 
America's exports of dry bulk commodities. Proposed by Washington-based SSA Marine, 
the terminal will meet our state's stringent environmental standards. During 2 years of 
construction it will generate over 4,400 jobs in the region's economy. At full capacity it 
will generate over 1,250 permanent jobs. SSA Marine was founded as Bellingham 
Stevedoring Company in 1949 and has been a part of our community for decades. !
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